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SUBJECT: ROVING COMORIAN AMBASSADOR VISITS MADAGASCAR; 
MADAGASCAR CLAIMS SOVEREIGNTY OVER JUAN NOVA 

1 . GDRM PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA MET FEB. 7 WITH ROVING COMORIAN 
AMBASSADOR ABOUDOU BOANA DURING LATTER'S WEEK-LONG VISIT TO 
MADAGASCAR. BOANA MET MET EARLIER WITH FONMIN BEMANANJARA. HIS 
CURRENT ITINERARY, ACCORDING TO PRESS, ALSO INCLUDES 
MAURITIUS AND TANZANIA. 

2. MADAGASCAR MATIN REPORTED THAT BOANA WAS VERY SATISFIED 
WITH HIS CALL ON RATSIRAKA WHICH COVERED QUESTION OF COOPERATION 
IN POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS. BOANA ALSO DELIVERED 
MESSAGE FROM "COMRADE SOILIH, PRESIDENT OF THE COMOROS"; PART 

OF WHICH FOLLOWS: "MADAGASCAR AND THE COMOROS ARE COUNTRIES 
WHOSE DESTINIES HAVE CONVERGED. WE ARE NOT ONLY TWO COUNTRIES 
BUT TWO BROTHERS. IT IS A MATTER OF HARMONIZING OUR ACTIVITIES 
AND OF COORDINATING WHAT WE DO AND WHAT WE UNDERTAKE." 

BOANA ALSO HAD A FEW CHOICE WORDS FOR THE FRENCH BUT 
NONETHELESS APPEARED TO BE CONCILIATORY. 
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3. ON FEB 9, DURING HIS FORMAL STATEMENT AT PRESENTA- 
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TION OF CREDENTIALS BY NEW IT AT, TAN AMBASSADOR, RATSIRAKA 
LAID CLAIM ON BEHALF OF MADAGASCAR TO JUAN DE NOVA, TINY 
ISLAND 90 MILES OFF WEST COAST IN MOZAMBIQUE CHANNEL. 

ISLAND IS ADMINISTERED BY FRANCE FROM REUNION AND HAS 
POPULATION OF ABOUT 40, ALL IMPORTED WORKERS FOR FRENCH 
PHOSPHATE PRODUCING COMPANY. 

4. THEN ON FEB 1 1, ' MADAGASCAR MATIN" PUBLISHED TELEGRAM 
RATSIRAKA SENT TO UNSYG DEPLORING FRENCH ROLE IN "BALKANIZA- 
TION" OF THE COMOROS AND, FOR GOOD MEASURE, CLAIMING 
UNSPECIFIED SMALL ISLANDS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN INCLUDING 

(SIC) JUAN DE NOVA. FOLLOWING IS PERTINENT PART OF 
TELEGRAM: "...THE MALAGASY PEOPLE CONSIDER THEIR IN- 
DEPENDENCE TO BE INCOMPLETE SO LONG AS CERTAIN PARCELS OF 
AFRICAN TERRITORY REMAIN UNDER FOREIGN DOMINATION. THAT 
IS WHY WE HAVE NEVER RENOUNCED OUR RIGHTS TO THE SMALL 
ISLANDS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN INCLUDING JUAN DE NOVA WHICH 
HISTORICALLY, GEOGRAPHICALLY AND LEGALLY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN 
AN INTEGRAL PART OF MALAGASY NATIONAL TERRITORY." 

5. COMMENT: WHAT RATSIRAKA INTENDS TO DO FURTHER ABOUT 
JUAN DE NOVA IS ANYBODY'S GUESS - IF ANYBODY HERE CARES. 
SHEINBAUM 
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